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SUBJECT: SHAIKH ZAYID'S WILLINGNESS TO HELP WITH U.S. ECONOMIC AID 
PROJECTS IN SYRIA 

REF: DAMASCUS 2005 AND 2063. 

1. DURING MIDNIGHT RAMADHAN CALL ON SHAIKH ZAYID OCTOBER 3, 

I HAD OPPORTUNITY TO MENTION SYRIAN AID REQUESTS AND TO RAISE 
POSSIBILITY THAT UAE MIGHT WISH TO CONTRIBUTE FINANCIALLY TO MAKE 
SOME OF THESE PROJECTS POSSIBLE. CROWN PRINCE SHIKH KHALIFA ONLY 
OTHER PERSON PRESENT. 

2. 1 SAID U.S. WAS PLEASED AT RESUMPTION OF DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH SYRIA WHICH HAD BEEN MADE POSSIBLE WITH 
SYRIA-ISRAEL SEPARATION OF FORCES AGREEMENT. FOLLOWING 
REESTABLISHMENT DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS, SYRIANS HAD OPENED 
DISCUSSIONS WITH US ABOUT ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE THEY NEEDED. 

WE WANTED TO BE AS RESPONSIVE AS POSSIBLE TO THESE REQUESTS, 

BUT SHAIKH ZAYID COULD APPRECIATE THAT SYRIAN 
"SHOPPING LIST" EXCEEDED WHAT WE WOULD BE ABLE TO 
PROVIDE, GIVEN US WORLD-WIDE RESPONSIBILITIES AND 
DIFFICULTIES WE WERE HAVING IN GETTING FY75 ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE BILL THROUGH CONGRESS. I THEREFORE WANTED 
TO GO OVER LIST OF SYRIAN REQUESTS WITH SHAIKH ZAYID, 
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AND, RECALLING OUR PREVIOUS CONVERSATIONS WHEN HE HAD INDI- 
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CATED HIS SPECIAL INTEREST IN SYRIAN SITUATION, ASK 
FRANKLY WHETHER HE WOULD HAVE AN INTEREST IN JOINING 
US TO SUPPORT THESE PROJECTS. I SAID LOOKING OVER LIST 
MYSELF I THOUGHT THERE WERE TWO THAT HE MIGHT PARTICU- 
LARLY BE INTERESTED IN: A REQUEST FOR 100 GRADUATE 
LEVEL SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SYRIANS IN US UNIVERSITIES; AND 
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AGRICULTURAL/TECHNICAL TRAINING 
INSTITUTE IN SYRIA. 

3. SHAIKH ZAYID RESPONDED POSITIVELY TO BOTH PROJECTS. DISCUSSION 
ENSUED BETWEEN FATHER AND SON AS TO HOW MUCH MONEY MIGHT BE AVAIL- 
ABLE. ZAYID THEN SAID TO ME THAT HE WOULD BE WILLING TO GO HALVES 
WITH US ON THESE TWO PROJECTS, IF USG DECIDED TO SUPPORT THEM. 

HE ADDED THAT HE WOULD BE WILLING ALSO TO TALK WITH US ABOUT 
ANY OTHER ITEM ON SYRIAN LIST. 

4. 1 THANKED ZAYID FOR THIS POSITIVE RESPONSE AND IT WAS LEFT 
THAT AS SOON AS I HAD MORE DETAILED INFORMATION AS TO NATURE OF 
PROJECTS AND PRECISE SUMS REQUIRED, I WOULD FOLLOW UP WITH SHAIKH 
KHALIFA. 

5. IN CIDENTIALLY, WHEN CONVERSATION THEN TURNED TO SYRIAN 
SITUATION IN MORE GENERAL TERMS, ZAYID VOLUNTEERED TO ME 
THAT IN RECENT "CONTACTS" WITH SARG (HE DID NOT SAY WHAT 
THESE WERE PRECISELY) HE HAD URGED THAT SYRIANS BE PATIENT 
AND THAT THEY SHOULD GIVE NEGOTIATIONS WITH ISRAEL FULL 
CHANCE TO BEAR FRUIT. 

6. COMMENT: COOPERATION BETWEEN ZAYID AND USG ON SYRIAN AID 
REQUESTS STANDS NOT ONLY TO ADVANCE OUR OBJECTIVES IN SYRIA, BUT 
WILL ALSO BE STRAND IN FABRIC OF BILATERAL RELATIONS WE ARE SEEK- 
ING TO WEAVE HERE. MORE WE HAVE OF THIS NATURE, BETTER 
POSITION WE WILL BE IN TO DEAL WITH ISSUES THAT ARISE 

BETWEEN US AND UAE. THEREFORE, IF DEPT. IS INTERESTED IN 
PURSUING THIS TRILATERAL APPROACH, I RECOMMEND WE FOLLOW UP 
QUICKLY TO PIN DOWN ZAYID’S COMMITMENT WITH AS MUCH SPECIFICITY 
AS POSSIBLE. DEPT. MAY ALSO WISH TO HAVE ME PURSUE HIS OPEN-END 
INVITATION TO DISCUSS ANY OF OTHER PROJECTS ON LIST. 
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